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Mennonites Open Forestry Project 

Periodically youth contemplating alternative 
service have expressed a special interest in 
forestry and conservation work, and in fact, 
they have inquired with our office about such 
openings. During Civilian Public Service days 
conscientious objectors served in a variety of 
forestry projects. Although acceptable under 
the present I-W work program as atype of work 
"contributing to the maintenance of the national 
health, safety, or interest'', no workable pro- 
gram had been presented to Selective Service 
for approval, 

A project for I-W's known as the Hartland 
Christian Association Project was outlined by 
the Voluntary Service Advisory Committee of 
the Mennonite Central Committee. The Cali- 
fornia office of Selective Service in September 
gave its approval, and shortly thereafter men 
were on the job. 

Located thirty-five miles west of Reedley, 
California, the workwill be largely in soil con- 
servation and in preservation of forest areas. 
Mostly manual labor is required, Since cautions 
are needed inthe roughterritory, considerable 
training will be given on the job to new men. 
Extensive improvements are projected for a 
160-acre tract offerestland. The men too will 
be available for fighting forestfires and cutting 
timber for conservation purposes. 

The Voluntary Service Office of MCC at 
Akron, Pa. , has assigned six men to this work. 
They are Floyd Bauman and John Konrad, 
Canada; Myrl Nofziger, Ind. ; Franklin Olson, 
Minn. ; Thomas Parke, Pa.; and Nevin Steiner, 
Va. Olson has forestry experience, earlier 
working with the Minnesota State Forestry Ser- 
vice, and Parke, a Quaker, majoredinforestry 
at Nichols College before entering voluntary 
service. As volunteers, the men work for room 
and board and $10 monthly pocket money. 


Discharge Can Be Difficult 


The dilermma of the conscientious objector 
in the armed forces presents a very awkward 
and baffling situation, particularly to the indi- 
vidual and often to officials involved, 

NSBRO Executive Secretary J. Harold Sherk, 
from his experience in counselling with such 
men, reported to the October Board of Directors 
meeting some of the difficulties involved. He 
also noted a seemingly increased incidence of 
suchcases. The Board is hopeful that continued 
approaches to proper. authorities may make 
circumstances more tolerable for such men and 
provide a clear course of action for them in 
applying for recognition and discharge. 

Pvt. Williarn E, Callahan's story, reported 
in the CCCO "News Notes", vividly presents a 
few of the technicalities and some of the issues 
facing young men inuniform, seeking discharge 
as total congcientious objectors to military duty. 

On October 22, Callahan, stationed at Fort 
Lewis, Washington, refused to obey an order 
issued by the company sergeant, This is the 
second time that Callahan has disobeyed orders. 
He was threatened with immediate confinement 
in the post stockade (military jail), courtmartial 
proceeding, and a second sentence to the U. S. 
Disciplinary Barracks, His commanding offi- 
cer urged him to obey military orders to avoid 
further difficulty. Finally, when convinced 
that Callahan would not retreat, the company 
commander recommended the discharge on 
grounds of undesirability and unsuitability for 
military service. 

Callahan has no objections to adishonorable 
discharge and will perform noncombatant duty 
pending actionon the discharge. If his current 
discharge request is refused, Callahan has 
stated that he will again refuse to obey military 
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Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


U. S. v. SPRINKLE, 176 F. Supp. 811, in 
the U. S. District Court for the Western Dis- 
trict of North Carolina. Judgement of guilty. 
Defense counsel was Richard Welling of Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. Hubert Dexine Sprinkle, 
born September 26, 1935, had been a member 
of and active in the Church ef Christ for a 
number of years, had claimed conscientious 
objection when he filed his classification ques - 
tionnaire, and had timely filed his Form 150 
(CO questionnaire), but was classified I-A by 
unanimous vote of his local board. He made no 
appeal, and he apparently registered no objec- 
tion to the I-A classification until the day he 
refused induction. 

In ruling that he was guilty as charged, the 
court said: "The defendant had slept on his 
alleged rights by failing to exhaust his admin- 
istrative remedies provided by the Selective 
Service Regulation, andtherefore, cannot raise 
the question of the propriety of the classification 
given by the board as adefense to this action. "' 
The judge also felt that there was basis in fact 
for the I-Aclassification, inasmuch as Sprinkle 
answered all questions in Form 150 by reference 
to various scripture passages, and inasmuch 
as the medical officer at the induction station 
felt that Sprinkle was a malingerer because he 
complained of numerous maladies. 


Humanist Denied Citizenship 


Eric Victor Levy, 3l-year-old English 
national, was denied United States citizenship 
by the Immigration and Naturalization office 
last July, according to a report bythe Central 
Committee for Conscientious Objectors. Levy 
became a residentalien in 1949. He was denied 
a I-Oclassification by his draft board, was in- 
ducted by the Army in 1953, and unsuccessfully 
sought discharge as a CO, 

The naturalization examiner recommended 





denial of the citizenship petition on the ground 
that Levy was unable to take the required oath 
of allegiance, and thathe had failed to establish 
that he is attached to the principles of the U. S., 
Constitution. 

Levy testified before the naturalization 
examiner that he could not accept any military 
duty but that he would perform civilian work. 
Levy, who calls himself a humanist, further 
stated that he did not know whether a Supreme 
Being existed. From this, the naturalization 
examiner found that it naturally follows that to 
Levy the phrase ''So help me God" has "no sig- 
nificance greater than ordinary conversation," 
The examiner further found that Eric Levy had 
failed to establish by clear and convincing evi- 
dence that he had true faith and allegiance for 
the United States. ''True faith and allegiance, " 
stated the examiner, “is best exemplified by 
those men who established the United States and 
who preserved it when it was threatened, "' 

At the naturalization hearing Levy testified 
thathe was an internationalist, not anationalist 
The examiner concluded that Levy's statement 
"clearly indicates a lackof loyalty and prefer- 
ence for the United States, and would tend to 
nullify a belief in his sincerity..." 

An appeal is being taken tothe U. S. District 
Court in Los Angeles. Paul Posner is attorney 


for Levy. 
Unit Pays Own Way 
Alternative service workers at Denver, 


Colorado recognize the importance of unit 
leadership and they're willing to pay for it too. 
Earlier this fall, I-W's there agreed to take 
full financial responsibility for a leader who 
would co-ordinate unit activities and generally 
strengthen the impact of the 162-man unit. 

Denver men are employed in about fifteen 
institutions, mostly hospitals, and contribute 
from their earnings for administrative costs of 
the unit. This Mennonite-sponsored unit is 
probably the only one to fully supportits leader, 
who since September 7 is Wallis Goertzenof 
Henderson, Nebraska. 
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‘Alternatives’ Has Anniversary 


The film "Alternatives" will soon go into 
its second year of service. On December 15 
of last year the producer, Visualscope, Inc., 
presented to the production committee the com- 
pleted 16mm. color film including the narration 
and the music. In order to best present the 
contributions and concerns of 40 organizations, 
repeated changes were necessary during the 
two-year effort culminating in this 24-minute 
film, 

Not intended as "propaganda" for pacifism, 
the film was meant rather as an information 
piece. Practically everyone is aware that 
there is a draft law which calls young men to 
serve their country. Fewer people realize that 
this law allows for conscientious objection. 
Outside pacifist circles only a limited number 
of people know the procedure to attain recogni- 
tion and subsequent assignment to alternative 
service by Selective Service. 

The number of CO's with draft classification 
troubles or seeking discharge from military 
duty due to their convictions in some measure 
attests to this lack of information. To be sure, 
there are other causes for some ofthese diffi- 
culties. But, to save even a small number of 
youth from needless trouble in dealing with 
Selective Service and in contemplating their 
service obligation is a worthwhile service. 

Arrangements for the use of the film must 
necessarily be made on the local level. Both 
from organizations and individuals, this office 
has had requests on how best to use the film 
in various situations. Very few people have 
shared with us their experiences in getting the 
film before groups which might profit by it, 

Recently it was learned that afilm is sche- 
duled for two weeks in nine St. Paul high 
schools. Earlier we reported thatthe film was 
telecast in Lancaster, Pa. We hereby welcome 
our readers toshare their experience in using 
the film "Alternatives,'' especially on its re- 
ception by school officials and students, 


Church Fights, So Can He 


Entering the Reception Center for rookies 
near Louisville, Kentucky, a conscientious ob- 
jector said he'dhada change of heart and wanted 
to remaininthe Army. The Louisville "Courier 
Journal" reporting on amusing and extraordi- 
nary incidents involving rookies at the Center 
labeled this the "most famous story concerning 
a conscientious obiector " 


Requested to fill out a form giving his reasons 
for the change of mind he wrote: 

"I have been a member of the Church 
since childhood, In 1953 I completed a form to 
the effect that I was a conscientious objector. 
My views remained constant until four months 
ago when our church became divided due to 
argument among members. 

“Now I make this written statement with- 
drawing the previous statements I have made 
regarding conscientious objecting. I am still a 
member of the church; however, I feel that if 
the leaders of the church can fight, so can I." 


News Briefs 


According to recent news reports, the 
Indian Government has drawn up a plan to 
"bring under arms" a quarter of a millior 
youths between the ages of 15 and 19. Defense 
Minister V. K. Krishna Menen made this known 
in anaddress before 2,000 cadets from colleges 
and schools in Bombay city. He indicated that 
it was not a crisis measure, 

& * * 

Interviewing people at random on the gques- 
tion, ''What do you wish you had the nerve to do?"' 
a New York "Daily News" reporter got this 
answer from stockclerk, Joseph E. D'Antuono: 

"Mister, Idon't believe inwar, butI'm being 
drafted. Iwish I had the nerve to say I'ma 
conscientious objector, which Iam, but I'm 
afraid of what people will say. Many of my 
friends would say I am unpatriotic and a few 
might even call me downright yellow, " 

* * * 

Shad Mohammed Riza Pahlevi of Iran has 
ordered a country-wide drive against draft 
dodgers. A committee of top military men is 
charged with implementation of the conscription 
law, calling all men for two years at the age of 
21, Exceptions are made only for deformed, 
infirm, students, and those with dependents 
unable to work, In the first two days of patrol- 
ing Teheran's streets, mobile squads of 
“conscription hunters" rounded up about 2,000 
men, Similar action is being taken throughout 
the country according to a November New York 
"Times" report, 

* * * 

A Danish newspaper reported that a televi- 
sion program on bullfighting was taken off the 
air in Copenhagen because there were so many 
complaints against showing cruelty to animals, 


The program was replaced by films of naval 
battles. 





Discharge, Contd. 


orders. A courtmartial will undoubtedly follow, 

For several years Callahan battled toestab- 
lishaclaimas a I-O. Denied this classification 
by his draft board, he refused induction and was 
triedin the U. S. district court in San Francisco 
in 1957, Therehe accepted the court's offer of 
noncombatant military duty as an alternative to 
prison, After several weeks in I-A-O medical 
training at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Callahan 
found that he could not conscientiously perform 
noncombatant duty. His request for discharge 
was denied, Shortly thereafter he refused to 
obey a military order and promptly was court- 
martialed and sentenced to prison for five years 
and dishonorable discharge, later reduced to 18 
months with dishonorable discharge suspended 
until completion of sentence. 

After completing his 18 months confinement 
at Lompoc, California, Callahan was returned 
to active duty. Authorities explained that sus- 
pension of a punitive discharge has the effect of 
placing the prisoner on probation. A prisoner 
who does not violate probation, on release 
from confinement, has the punitive discharg 
remitted and gains restoration to active 
duty. 

To Callahan this was no gain. Since he had 
been a model prisoner, there was no occasion 
for revoking the suspension ofhis dishonorable 
discharge and he was returned to perform duties 
in which he could not conscientiously engage. 
With good spirit and rare patience Callahan 
again applied for discharge on grounds of con- 
science. After several weeks this request for 
honorable discharge was denied by the Adjutant 
General on the ground of his conviction by 


courtmartial. 

Callahan does not care what kind of discharge 
the Army gives him; he wants only to be released 
as quickly as possible. He is prepared for 
another prison sentence rather than compro- 
mise his CO position by further participation 
in the military. 


Illinois U. Exempts CO’s 


The University of Illinois Board of Trustees 
last July provided for exemption to conscien- 
tious objectors from ROTC, effective this 
school year. Previously, the University re- 
fused to exempt CO's. The change in the long- 
standing policy of the University resultedfrom 
a study made by the University Committee on 
Military Affairs which recommended that CO's 
be excused from the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps, but be required to complete five semes- 
ter hours in certain courses which would give 
the CO better understanding of international 
politics and history of warfare, 

A conscientious objector's petition for ex- 
emption from ROTC must be approved by the 
University Committee on Military Science 
consisting of the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, the Dean of Students, and at 
least one faculty member who is not a member 
of the Military Affairs Committee. An adverse 
decision of the Committee on Military Science 
may be appealed to the President of the Univer- 
sity. 

Most of the state universities have made 
provisions for exemption of CO's from com- 
pulsory ROTC, but among others, the Univer- 
sity of California and the University of Maryland 
refuse. Michigan State University reportedly 
is contemplating a change.-CCCO "News Notes" 
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